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per cent, of the people are not syphilitic. It is estimated that sixty per cent, of syphilis in Russia is acquired through lack of decent living conditions and a gross IGNORANCE of personal hygiene. The disease has largely lost its characteristic as a sexual disease because it is so generally contracted outside of sexual relations.
This is a blighting heritage of the Eussian people from the centuries-old despotism of the .Czars, who kept their millions of subjects in the densest ignorance and the direst poverty; who fostered the rankest superstitions in the name of a mediaeval religion; and ruled by the bloody knout of terrorism and oppression.
That the Soviet Government is seriously grappling with the situation where it is in power, and apparently with some success, is evidenced from an article in The Social Hygiene Bulletin, New York (September, 1919). In regard to suppressing prostitution, the article states:
" Under the old regime street-walkers in Petrograd and other large cities were abundant, and even as late as a year ago an American